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NATION | Investigation 


Tejashwi continues to 
evade ED questioning 
in corruption case 


NATION | Politics 


Yogi takes a dig at Rahul, 
says he sat in temple as 
\ A 4 though offering namaz 
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WINDOWS 


Beit 


Virat Kohli celebrates after 
scoring a century during the 
final day of the first Test 
between India and Sri Lanka 
at the Eden Gardens in 
Kolkata on Monday. 

E Report on Page 18 


Top court says . 
no to parking lot | 
near Taj Mahal * 


New Delhi: The Supreme 
court on Monday refused to 
vacate for now its status 
quo order on construction 
of a multi-level parking near 
the iconic Taj Mahal, saying 
there was no harm in 
tourists walking up to the 
monument. The apex court 
also rapped the state gov- 
ernment for not coming out 
with a comprehensive poli- 
cy to protect and preserve 
the beauty of Taj Mahal. 
Full report on Page 3 


Hindu body denies it 
built Godse’s temple | 


Bhopal: Making a U-turn, 
the Akhil Bharatiya Hindu 
Mahasabha on Monday 
denied that any temple 
dedicated to Nathuram 
Godse, who assassinated 
Mahatma Gandhi, has been 
built in the complex of its 
office in Gwalior, Madhya 
Pradesh. 

Full report on Page 4 


SC stays order on 
Vaishno Devi path i 


New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court on Monday stayed 
the National Green Tribu- 
nal’s order directing the 
opening of a new pathway 
to the Vaishno Devi shrine 
in Jammu for pedestrians 
and battery-operated cars 
from November 24. — PTI 
Full report on Page 3 
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COUNTERPOINT 


Talks... not only on sharing 
seats but also berths if their 
alliance comes to power! 


ote Max: 23°C 
> “Min: 10°C 
s a RH: 38% 

byt Rainfall: Nil 


Forecast: Mainly clear sky 


|_| ASTROGUIDE 


Hemalaba: Dakshinayana 
Tithi: Margasira Shuddha 
Tadiya till 12.12 midnight 
Star: Mula till 3.50 am 
(Wednesday) 

Varjyam: 2.01 am to 3.50 am 
(Wednesday) 

Durmuhurtam: 8.41 am 

to 9.26 am; 10.44 pm 

to 11.36 pm 

Rahukalam: 3 pm to 4.30 pm 
SUNSET TODAY 5.25 PMI 

SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.48 AM 
MOONRISE TOMORROW 8.57 AM 
MOONSET TODAY 7.46 PM 
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E Congress names 9 in 2nd list, replaces 4 from 1st 


Hardik-Cong ties in jeopardy 


over just 2 tickets for PAAS 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 20 


The election deal struck 
between Congress and the 
Hardik Patel-led Patidar 
Anamat Andolan Samiti 
(PAAS) almost came 
undone on Monday as the 
Patidars refused to accept 
just two seats offered to 
its members in the 
Congress’ 77-member first 
list for Gujarat released 
on Sunday. 

On Monday, the Congr- 
ess released its second list 
of 9 candidates, taking the 
total number of names 
announced to 86. The pa- 
rty has replaced four can- 
didates from its first list 
announced on Sunday. 

An upset Mr Patel can- 
celled a rally he was sc- 
heduled to address on 
Monday in Gujarat’s Raj- 
kot to announce the pact 
with the Congress as the 
crisis over the electoral 
tie-up intensified and 
angry members of PAAS 
vandalised Congress 
offices and clashed with 
its workers in Ahmed- 
abad and other areas. 

Earlier, both Mr Patel 
and the Congress state 
leadership rushed in for 
damage control, holding 
fresh rounds of meetings 
in which more seats were 
discussed for PAAS mem- 


TWIST IN THE SCRIPT 
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E Hardik Patel 
cancels Rajkot rally 
planned to 
announce poll pact 
with the Congress 


Congress 
has given 
tickets to 

2 of our mem- 

bers without tak- 

ng us into confi- 


E PAAS sup- : E Hardik - dence. Other 
porters Patel, Cong Patel candidates 
indulge in. leaders hold whom they have 
violence and | fresh meet- selected are 
clash with | ings on the bogus 
Congress | issue of — Alpesh 
members at giving Kathiria, 
various more seats PAAS 


places | 


to Patidars 


convenor, 


| think it would be better 

for us to fight on all the seats on 

our own than in an alliance with 
Congress — Praful Patel, NCP leader , 


bers. state. Diffe- 
_Meanwh- GUJARAT rences also 
ile, the Sha- SSEMBLY ELECTIONS ae 
led NCP, PAAS ranks 


which was not given even 
a single seat by the Cong- 
ress in its first list, said 
that it will go alone in the 
Assembly polls scheduled 
to be held on December 9 
and December 14. 

On Monday, many 
PAAS supporters indulg- 
ed in violence and clashed 
with Congress members 
at various places in the 


SC junks plea 
seeking cuts 
in Padmavati 


J. VENKATESAN 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 20 


Amid threats to actors 
and makers of controver- 
sial film Padmavati, the 
Supreme Court on Mon- 
day dismissed a petition 
seeking deletion of allege- 
dly objectionable scenes 
from the Bollywood 
movie, saying the plea 
was “premature”. 

The apex court refused 
to interfere with the 
release of the film, whose 
makers have voluntarily 
put off its release beyond 
the scheduled date of 
December 1, pointing out 
that the Central Board of 
Film Certification 
(CBFC) is yet to grant cer- 
tification to the movie. 

A three-judge bench, 
headed by Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra, dismissed 
the public interest writ 
petition and said, “Our 
(court) interference will 
tantamount to prejudging 
the matter. We do not 
intend to do so. Needless 
to say that the admitted 
pleadings are prema- 
ture.” Petitioner advo- 


MP ‘bans’ release 
of Bhansali movie 


Bhopal: Controversial 
film Padmavati will not 
hit silver screens in 
Madhya Pradesh if the 
“objectionable” scenes 
in the movie are not 
withdrawn, CM Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan 
announced on Monday. 
PAGE 3 


‘Calculated plan to 
destroy freedom’ 


Kolkata: West Bengal 
chief minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Monday 
said that the 
controversy over the 
film was a “calculated 
plan” of a political 
party to destroy free- 
dom of expression. 

— PTI 


cate M.L. Sharma submit- 
ted before the bench, 
which also included 
Justices A.M. Kanwilkar 
and D.Y. Chandrachud, 
E Turn to Page 4 


as one of its leaders, Lalit 
Vasoya, filed his nomina- 
tion papers as a Congress 
candidate ignoring PAAS 
convenor Dinesh Bam- 
bhaniya’s statement that 
no one from the organisa- 
tion will do so in protest 
over the raw deal offered 
by the Congress. Tuesday 
is the last day for filing 
E Turn to Page 4 


BJP axes 3 


ministers 
in third list 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 20 


The BJP on Monday rel- 
eased its third list of 28 
candidates for Gujarat 
Assembly elections, dro- 
pping as many as 16 sit- 
ting legislators, includ- 
ing three Patidar minis- 
ters, and repeating 10 
MLAs. 

The axed ministers are 
Jayanti Kavadia from 
Dhrangadhra, Vallabh 
Vaghasia from Savarku- 
ndla and Nanu Vanani 
from Katargam. 

Gujarat Assembly 
Speaker and Dalit leader 
Ramanbhai Vora, who 
represents Idar (SC) 
seat, has been fielded 
from Dasada(SC). 

On a day when ties bet- 
ween the Congress and 
Patidhar leader Hardik 
Patel seemed to be in 
trouble, the ruling party 
claimed that Gujarat is 
witnessing a contest bet- 
ween “anarchist and di- 
visive forces” and grow- 
th under the BJP’s rule. 

E More on Page 2 


Gujarat polls to be 1st big test of his popularity 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 20 


After intense speculation 
over his elevation that 
has been going on since 
2013, Congress vice-presi- 
dent Rahul Gandhi 
appears all set to take 
over as Congress presi- 
dent in the first week of 
December. The much- 
awaited move is likely to 
take place in the middle of 
the Gujarat polls and the 
Gandhi scion will face 
trial by fire in less than a 
fortnight of his taking 
charge of the party as the 
results of the Himachal 
Pradesh and Gujarat elec- 
tions will be announced 
on December 18. 

The Congress Working 
Committee, under the 
leadership of Congress 
president Sonia Gandhi, 
on Monday ratified the 
schedule of the polls for 
the post of Congress chief. 
As per the schedule, the 
nomination process will 
begin on December 1 and 
end on December 4. If Mr 
Gandhi is the only one to 
file the nomination, as is 
expected, he will be 
declared elected unop- 
posed after the scrutiny of 
nominations take place 
on December 5. 

However, in the unlike- 
ly event that there is more 
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US’ 1960s 
cult killer, 
dies in jail 
at age 83 
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Rahul set to become 
Cong chief early Dec 


Congress chief Sonia Gandhi and party vice-president 


Rahul Gandhi at the Congress Working Committee 


meeting at 10, Janpath in New Delhi on Monday. 


than one candidate in the 
fray, the election for the 
top party post will take 
place on December 16, and 
counting of votes and dec- 
laration of results will be 
on December 19. 

December 11 has been 
set as the last date for the 
withdrawal of nomina- 
tions. 

After Mr Gandhi is vir- 
tually anointed to the top 
post, what political 
watchers are keenly wait- 
ing to see is what kind of 
generational shift takes 
place in the organisation. 
Will the young turks hold 
sway, with the old guard 
completely sidelined, or 
will it be a judicious mix 
of the two? Young turks 
like Lok Sabha MPs 


= Cong has history of rescheduling House sittings: Jaitley 


Sonia: Modi govt sabotaging session 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 20 


Chairing her last meeting 
of the Congress Working 
Committee, Congress pre- 
sident Sonia Gandhi lau- 
nched a scathing attack 
on the government for 
“sabotaging the Winter 
Session of Parliament”. 
Mrs Gandhi said, “The 
Modi government in its 
arrogance has cast a dark 
shadow on India’s parlia- 
mentary democracy by 
sabotaging the Winter 
Session of Parliament on 
flimsy grounds. The gov- 


The Modi govt in its 
arrogance has cast 
a dark shadow on 
India’s parliamen- 
tary democracy by 
sabotaging the 
Winter Session on 
flimsy grounds 


— Sonia 
Gandhi, 


Congress chief 


The timing is 
G decided such 

that they do not 
overlap with elec- 
tion campaigns. The 
Congress did so in 
2011, and even 
before that. 


— Arun 
Jaitley, 
FinMin 


ernment is mistaken if it 
thinks that by locking the 
temple of democracy, it 
will escape constitutional 


BUILD TEMPLE AT AYODHYA, 
MOSQUE IN LUCKNOW: SHIAS 


AMITA VERMA 
LUCKNOW, NOV. 20 


Offering to give up 
Muslims’ claim over the 
disputed land, the UP 
Shia Waqf Board has 
prepared a proposal for 
resolving the Ayodhya 
issue with construction 
of a temple at the Ram 
Janambhoomi site anda 
mosque in Lucknow. 
The Sunni Central 


Waqf Board, one of the 
three parties to the dis- 
pute, however, dismiss- 
ed the Shia Waqf Boa- 
rd’s_ proposal, saying 
Muslims will not give up 
their claim to the site. 
The Shia Board is not 
a party to the dispute in 
court and has moved a 
plea in the Supreme Co- 
urt seeking permission 
to present its views. 
E More on Page 4 


Blow to Merkel as coalition talks fail 


= Only option now is forming a minority govt, or snap polls 


Berlin, Nov. 20: Efforts to 
form a three-way coaliti- 
on government have fai- 
led, a tired-looking Chanc- 
ellor Angela Merkel said 
on Monday, pitching Ger- 
many into its worse politi- 
cal crisis for decades, rais- 
ing the prospect of new 
elections and casting 
doubt over her future. 

Ms Merkel said she 
would stay on as acting 
Chancellor and consult 
President Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier on how to 
move forward. 

The pro-business Free 
Democrats (FDP) with- 
drew from talks after 
more than four weeks of 
fruitless negotiations 


—— 


Ak 


Angela Merkel 


with Ms Merkel’s conser- 
vative bloc and the envi- 
ronmentalist Greens, say- 
ing there was not enough 
common ground. FDP 
leader Christian Lindner 
said there was “no basis of 
trust” between them, and 
added that it was “better 
not to govern than to gov- 
ern badly. Goodbye!” 


D Prez Steinmeier 
said Germany was 
facing an unprece- 
dented situation 
and called on 
German political 
leaders to recon- 
sider their positions 


With German leadership 
seen as crucial for a Eur- 
opean Union grappling 
with governance reform 
and Britain’s impending 
exit, the announcement 
spooked investors and 
sent the euro falling. 

President Steinmeier 
said Germany was facing 
an unprecedented situa- 


tion and called on German 
political leaders to recon- 

sider their positions. 
Germany now faces 
unappealing options not 
experienced in Germany’s 
post-World War II era: Ms 
Merkel forms a minority 
government, or the Presi- 
dent calls a new election if 
no government is formed. 
The main parties fear 
that another election so 
soon would let the far- 
right, anti-immigrant 
Alternative for Germany 
(AfD) party add to the 13 
percent of votes it secured 
in September, when it 
entered Parliament for 
the first time. — Agencies 
E More on Page 11 


accountability ahead of 

the Assembly elections.” 
Refuting Mrs Gandhi’s 
charge, finance minister 


Arun Jaitley said 
Parliament sessions were 
often rescheduled to 
ensure they did not over- 
lap with elections, and 
that the Congress had 
itself done so several 
times, including in 2011 
and earlier because the 
sittings coincided with 
election campaigns. 

The Winter Session of 
Parliament traditionally 
convenes from the third 
week of November and 
lasts till the third week of 
December. Assembly polls 
are due to be held in 
E Turn to Page 4 


Tokyo, Nov. 20: US 
Forces in Japan banned 
all personnel from con- 
suming alcohol after a 
drink-driving accident 
on the island of Okin- 
awa where anti-base 
sentiment runs high. 

A 21-year-old US 
Marine crashed his 
vehicle into a mini- 
truck on Sunday, killing 
the other driver, 61. His 
breath test showed an 


U.S. TROOPS IN JAPAN 
BANNED FROM DRINKING 


alcohol level three times 
the legal limit. 

All US servicemen sta- 
tioned in Japan are now 
banned from drinking, 
both on and off base, the 
US Forces in Japan said. 

The US has several 
military bases in Japan 
and stations about 
47,000 troops in the cou- 
ntry as part of a joint 
security treaty. — AFP 

E More on Page 10 


Zimbabweans watch a televised address to the nation by President Robert Mugabe 


peachment likely 


~ 


— PTI 


Jyotiraditya Scindia and 
Deependra Hooda are 
expected to be named to 
key positions in the party. 
Insiders say there will be 
two key advisers who will 
report directly to Mr 
Gandhi. Young MP 
Sushmita Dev has already 
been named chief of the 
Mahila Congress while 
Gaurav Gogoi has been 
appointed to several key 
committees of the party. 

The bigger question is 
how Mr Gandhi would be 
using the old guard. 
E Turn to Page 4 
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Ð) Sonia chairs last 
CWC meet, 19-year 
reign comes to end 


Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi 


Cong leader 
Dasmunsi 
passes away 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 20 


Former Union minister 
and senior Congress 
leader Priya Ranjan 
Dasmunsi passed away 
in Delhi on Monday. The 
72-year-old was in coma 
since 2008 when he suf- 
fered a stroke. Dasmunsi 
was Union parliamen- 
tary affairs minister 
when he suffered a mas- 
sive stroke in that left 
him paralyzed and una- 
ble to speak. He was tre- 
ated at AIIMS, then a 
private hospital in Del- 
hi, and was also taken 
abroad for treatment. 

A five-time MP, Dasm- 
unsi became the Union 
minister of state for 
commerce in 1985 and 
the party’s chief whip in 
Lok Sabha in 1999. 

E More on Page 2 
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at a bar in Harare on Sunday. Mr Mugabe baffled the country by ending his address 
on national television without announcing his resignation. “Whatever the pros and 
cons of how they (the Army) went about their operation, I, as commander-in-chief, 
do acknowledge their concerns,” he said during his 20-minute address, flaked by 


generals. His party gathers to begin his impeachment. m Report on Page 11 
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— AP 


